THE HALF-GLEAMS OF AN AWAKENING
actually seen the vision beatific. One night at a blessed
hour, as he sat alone in meditation at "Bharat-Asram",
(not a convent but a prayer-association recently founded
by the joint efforts of himself and Keshav) he heard a
knock at the door. Of somebody calling him in this
manner at that unearthly hour, there was not the ghost
of a chance. It was a mystic call as thrilling as that of
the Traveller in Walter de la Mare's poem. In a trance,
Vijaykrishna opened the door. It was Chaitanya come
to initiate him. With him were three luminous presences
—Adwaita, Nityananda, and Sreebas. Adwaitacharyya
was the glorious ancestor of Vijaykrishna, and naturally
he came to introduce his worthy descendant to Chaitanya.
According to Vaishnavism, the grace of Nityananda must
descend upon the devotee, if he is to enjoy ineffable
beatific bliss and rise above the fleeting pleasures with
which 'the Earth fills her lap'. Sreebas came, because
he was the devoted follower of Chaitanya. Chaitanya
bade Vijaykrishna accept his discipleship, and he ran to
a neighbouring well to perform a hasty bath. (The
following morning Yogamaya Devi was struck with
wonder, when she discovered the wet clothes of her
husba-nd, lying near the well.) Although Vijaykrishna
scorned the idea of submitting to a Guru very much, he
lost for the moment all control over himself. Something
was transmitted to his soul, and it sent a repercussion
through his entire being.
But Chaitanya did not make him leave the hive all
at once. If it were so, his life would not have this
uniqueness as a chapter of total human spiritual experience.
But he was not like Antaeus, who touched the earth again
before taking a new flight. Already a traveller in the path
of joyous Light, he was destined to climb to the highest
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